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THE DAY APPROACHING. 


« And he said to them, Go ye unto all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” —Manrk xvi., 15. 

« And so much the more as ye see the day approaching.” —HeEn. x., 25. 

« And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gos- 
pel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred and 
people.” —Rev. xiv., 6. 


Tue time is to come when the world will be filled with the know- 
ledge, the fear, and the praise of God. Not always will war deluge 
the earth with fire and blood. Not always will idolatry offend the 
heavens with its abominations. Not always will despotism, political 
and spiritual, national and domestic, degrade and corrupt the masses of 
mankind. Not always will superstition on the one hand, and infidelity 
on the other, reject and despise the blessed revelation of forgiveness 
for sinners through Jesus the Lamb of God. Not always will cold 
philosophy, and erratic enthusiasm, and fanaticism fierce and malig- 
nant, conspire to corrupt and pervert the Gospel itself, turning even 
the dreams from the fountain of life into waters. of bitterness and poi- 
son. No, no, the time will come when the sun in his daily journey 
round the renovated world, shall waken with his morning beam in 
every human dwelling, the voice of joyful, thankful, spiritual worship. 
Then shall the boundless soul of Immanuel, who once travailed in the 
agony of the world’s redemption, “ be satisfied” with his victories over 
death and sin. The ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to 
Zion with songs, and with garlands of everlasting joy; and from the 
earth, no longer accursed for the sake of man, sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. ; 

This 3 to be held as one of the grand doctrines of Christianity. 
After those truths which relate directly to the reconciliation of the 
individual sinner to his God, no doctrine is more important than this. 
Itis a doctrine which stands out in the foreground of the Christian 
revelation, whether in the Old Testament or in the New. It is a doc- 
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trine not for a speculative belief merely, but revealed to fire the soy] 
with that spirit of beneficent enterprise and action, which is one of the 
chief elements of Christian character. He who reads the Bible in , 
docile and obedient spirit, finds this doctrine filling his soul with vag 
conceptions and the loftiest hopes; giving a dignity to his humbles 
labors for the cause of Christ: throwing a new light upon the world 
and its history ; and teaching him to see in all changes the progress of 
that mighty providence which, brooding over the chaos of this ruined 
world, now in silence and now amid the roar of warring elements, js 
slowly but infallibly accomplishing its own great purposes. The 
believer truly enlightened, keeps his eye fixed in faith and hope upon 
the angel flying in the midst of Heaven, and having the everlastin, 
gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, even to every nation 
and kindred and tongue and people. 

The text—“ so much the more as ye see the day approaching”— 
has been chosen, not because it speaks of this doctrine of the universal 
triumph of the gospel, but rather because it involves a principle which 
bears upon the application of this doctrine to ourselves as an incentive 
to hope and to effort. It may be most reasonably expected that as the 
day approaches for the universal extension of Christ’s kingdom, there 
will be signs of its approach, which faith may discern; and in the dis- 
covery of which, faith will be strengthened, and zeal incited to new 
energy and greater self-denial. It is most reasonable to expect that as 
the day approaches, exigencies will arise, demanding of the people of 
God more faith, more diligence, more of the exercise of that spint 
which renounces all for Christ. 

Let us dwell upon this thought for a few moments, and upon its 
application to our times and to our duty. In proportion as the day of 
the universal triumph of the gospel is seen to be approaching, the people 
of Christ in all the world will be called to greater and greater efforts 
Sor the accomplishment of that result. 

The nature of the case, and the general course of prophetic Scripture, 
lead us to expect that as the time approaches for the universal triumph 
of the gospel, great and rapid changes will take place in the condition 
of the nations. The providence of God, arranging all things for so great 
a result, will prepare the way. The power of Anti-Christian govem- 
ments must be broken ; the structure of society, which dooms vast masses 
of mankind to helpless degradation, must be changed, wherever it 
exists ; the means of communication between the most distant regions 
of the globe must become adequate to so great an achievement as the 
illumination of every tribe and people under Heaven. When we see 
such changes rapidly going forward—when we see God in his pro- 
vidence making all things ready for the setting up of the kingdom 
of Christ everywhere,—then, in such signs of the times, we may see 
the day approaching. Such a preparation there was, in God’s pro- 
vidence, before the incarnation of the Saviour and the consequent pro- 
mulgation of the gospel. The then known world, after having been 
for ages shaken with incessant wars, was at peace. One strong 
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vernment extended its authority over nations the most distant from 
each other, and the most diverse in speech and lineage, in manners and 
religion. Long lines of constant communication, were drawn out in 
every direction from the imperial city to the boundaries of universal 
empire, upon which the traveller passed in safety, and found himself 
everywhere under the protection of the same laws administered by the 
same authority. Everywhere one language was the chief language of 
commerce, of learning and of the arts. Everywhere there were found, 
in the cities, some fragments of the dispersion of that one peculiar peo- 
ple, who alone, of ali the kindreds of the earth, worshipped the one 
living God. From this peculiar people, who in all their dispersions 
looked for the hope of Israel, there had gone out everywhere the ex- 
pectation—more or less distinct—of some new order of things soon to 
be set up, and of a great deliverer soon to appear. He who in that 
age had seen and considered the full preparation which God had made 
fora mighty change, would have been persuaded, beyond all doubt, 
that such a change was impending. So if at any time we see the God 
of nations making rapid preparation, on the widest scale, for that great 
moral revolution which the scriptures teach us to expect, then we may 
be sure that we see the day approaching. 

Yet there is no reason to expect that these changes will be such as 
to supersede the necessity of human effort in the propagation of the 
gospel. Why should such a thing be thought of? From the begin- 
ning of Christ’s personal ministry to this hour, where has the gospel 
been propagated, or made known among men, otherwise than by human 
efforts? No mountain like Sinai of old, has quaked and trembled under 
the footsteps of God manifesting himself visibly, and proclaiming his 
will with the voice of words to an assembled nation. No angel voices 
tell on earth the story of redeeming love, since that hight in which the 
shepherds of Bethlehem heard the song of “ Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth, good will to men.” The gospel, from the date of its first 
promulgation, has ever been propagated among men by the instrumen- 
tality of men—by the one simple process of preaching and teaching ; 
and nowhere do we find reason to expect its propagation through the 
world by any more miraculous process. The changes, then, which 
God in his providence may make among the nations, preparatory to 
the final conquests of the cross, instead of being such as to supersede 
the necessity of human co-operation in the work, will, on the contrary, 
be such as to open the way for effort, and to throw upon the friends of 
Christ everywhere the responsibility of going right forward to com- 
plete the work of teaching all nations. They may be expected to be 
analogous to those changes which prepared the way for the propaga- 
tion of the gospel by the first disciples of the Savior. The apostles 
and their associates did not find that what God had done, providentially 
or miraculously, had released them at all from the necessity of effort. 
If God had opened the door before them in every direction, it was only 
that they might enter in to do their work. If he gave them the gift 
of tongues, it was only that they might speak to every man in his own 
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language. If he equipped them with miraculous powers to heal the 
sick, to raise the dead, to cast out devils in his name, it was only that 
they might speak with more authority as preachers and teachers of the 
word. So, in regard to the changes which may prepare the way for the 
triumph of the gospel, no more is to be expected than that the world jg 
to be brought into such a state, as that the word of the Lord published 
and spread abroad, may have free course and be glorified. Simultane. 
ously with political and social changes taking place in the progress of 
God’s providence, there may be also a work of God’s Spirit upon the 
minds of men, and there must be, or the gospel will not triumph; but 
neither will this take away the necessity of human co-operation. The 
Spirit of God may move upon the minds of heathen nations, teachin 
them to regard their base superstitions with disgust and contempt, excit- 
ing them to look with eyes of expectation towards Christian countries, 
and even predisposing them to receive the gospel as soon as it is made 
known to them; but even then, when all this has been done, there 
will remain the necessity of effort on the part of God’s people to pub- 
lish the gospel to a world made ready to receive it. Not only so, but 
every such indication of the approach of that latter day—every change 
in the condition of the world which facilitates the propagation and the 
progress of the gospel, will call the churches to so much the more of 
diligence and self-denial. 

Suppose, now, that among the indications of the approach of that 
expected day, there should be new and remarkable efiusions of reviy- 
ing grace upon the churches—the awakening of a spirit of enterprise 
and prayer for the conversion of the world—the ingathering of increas- 
ing multitudes into the fold of Christ in Christian lands—and success 
hardly inferior to that of apostles, crowning the efforts of missionaries 
abroad. What would be the natural and just inference from such 
indications of the progress of God’s redeeming work in this world? 
Would it be that the churches having done so much, and with so 
great a blessing, might be satisfied with their attainments, and attempt 
nothing beyond the mark of the earnestness in prayer, the liberality in 
contribution, and the self-denial in action, which they had already 
exhibited? Would it not rather be, Forsake not your holy enterprises 
and endeavors, be courageous, be self-denying, quit yourselves like 
men, and be strong, enlarge your plans and expectations, increase by 
continual exercise the spirit of self-consecration to the Savior, and so 
much the more as ye see the day approaching. 

The outline of the argument which I have so hastily and imper- 
fectly presented, is this : 

I. It is reasonable to expect that as the day of Christ’s universal 
triumph approaches, its approach will be indicated by great and rapid 
changes in the condition of the nations. 

Il. There is no reason to presume that these changes will supersede 
at all God’s established order of making the gospel known by human 
instrumentality ; but, on the contrary, it may be expected that the 
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changes will be such as to open the way for effort in the propagation 
of the gospel, and to call forth the energies of all the people of God. 

Ill. The analogies of God’s providence and grace in times past, 
lead us to believe that the effusions of the Holy Spirit to be expected 
in connection with those necessary changes in the political and social 
condition of mankind, will be nothing else than the Spirit of God 
moving the churches to faith and zeal and love, and giving greater 
and greater success to the published word of God. This effusion of 
the Spirit then, both upon the church and upon the world at large, 
while it indicates the approach of the day of Christ’s triumph, will call 
out the followers of Christ everywhere to greater efforts—efforts still 
increasing as the day approaches. 

We now proceed to the inquiry, How far does all this concern us as 
living in these times? And, 

First, Are there any signs of the times which indicate that the day 
is approaching? Are there any changes taking place—any revolu- 
tions going on in the world, which either in themselves, or in connec- 
tion with the lights of prophecy, lead us to expect the universal spread 
and triumph of the gospel as drawing near ? 

I will not attempt in this place any exposition of those prophetic 
scriptures which are so commonly regarded as designed to make known 
to the curious the times and the seasons. And to speak plainly, I 
could not argue with confidence from any of those schemes of pro- 
phetic chronology which ingenious men have built upon a few passages 
of Daniel and of John, either misunderstood and misapplied, or else 
obscure and cabalistic beyond all other passages of inspiration. Yet we 
may say, with perfect confidence, that in whatever form the opposition 
of hell to the kingdom which is righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit may array itself, that opposition will surely be defeated. 
This is the one great lesson of prophecy. Under whatever image 
Antichrist appears, persecuting the saints, and triumphing for a season 
his destiny is the same; he must perish. See you that great city, 
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, with God’s last witnesses, 
as it were, lying slain in its streets? Those witnesses rise again; a 
voice from heaven summons them upward; as they go, the earthquake 
shakes the guilty city; and hark! the seventh angel sounds, and the 
victory is the Lord’s. See you the dragon drawing after him the stars, 
and casting them to the earth, and ready to devour the feeble and flee- 
ing church 2 The dragon is cast down from heaven, and Michael and 
his angels triumph. See you the beast rising out of the sea, to make 
war with the saints and to overcome them ; and his helper, the false 
prophet, deceiving by lying wonders them that dwell on the earth ? 
Lo! the beast is taken, and the false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him; and both are cast into a lake of fire. See you Babylon 
the great upon her seven hills, drunken with the blood of the saints? 
Great Babylon comes into remembrance before God, to give her the 
cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath ; and lo! another angel 
comes, and the earth is lightened with his glory, and he cries mightily, 
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saying, “ Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen.’ See you Satan going 
forth once more to deceive the nations, and to assemble them for yet 
another conflict, bringing Gog and Magog from the four quarters of 
the earth to encompass the camp of the saints and the beloved city? 
Lo! fire comes down from God out of heaven, and destroys them, 
Thus it is with all the enterprises of the gates of hell; they may seem 
prosperous for a season, but soon they perish. There are many Anti- 
christs, but every one of them shall be defeated. This cheers the 
“little flock” when the forces of evil seem everywhere triumphant; 
for they know that the profoundest darkness can be only for a season, 
This gives strength and certainty to their hopes when the darkness 
begins to abate ; for in the earliest streak of dawn they see the day 
approaching. 

What then are the signs which we behold as we look around us? 
What are the recent changes and the changes, now in progress, which 
indicate a crisis near at hand? Popery as a political power—Pope 
as a power to oppress and persecute the gospel—has long been waning 
and decaying ; and who would be surprised if within five years, the 
Bishop of Rome should even cease to have a place among the sove. 
reignties of Europe, and should become as powerless in respect to per= 
secution as the Bishop of New York ? Mohammedism, too, considered 
in the same light, as a political persecuting power, is failing and pass- 
ing away. The old empire founded by Mohammed himself more than 
twelve hundred years ago, which threatened for ages to extinguish the 
very name of Christianity—the old empire perpetuated so long under 
the sway of Caliph and Sultan, is held together, as it were for an hour, 
by external force, and at some early opportunity must fall for ever. 
The providence of God is causing revolutions everywhere; and the 
great tide of revolution dashing upon every shore, is everywhere tend- 
ing manifestly in one direction. There is not a revolution that does 
not cast down some obstacle to the progress of the gospel. There is 
not a revolution that does not open the way somewhere for the word of 
God to run and have free course and be glorified. Almost every region 
of the globe is now open in a greater or less extent to the access of the 
gospel. 

Less than two hundred years ago, it happened in free and Protestant 
England, that nearly two thousand devoted and skilful preachers of the 
gospel were in one day not only turned out of their pulpits, but silenced 
by an act of government, and forbidden to preach the gospel, even at 
their own chartres. One of those silenced ministers was Richard Baxter. 
And ashe, growing old in that enforced cessation from his work, reviewed 
his life and chronicled his experience, he said, “ My soul is much more 
afflicted with the thoughts of this miserable world, and more drawn 
out in desire of its conversion than heretofore. I was wont to look 
but little further than England in my prayers, not considering the state 
of the rest of the world ; or if I prayed for the conversion of the Jews, 
that was almost all. But now as I better understand the case of the 
world, and the method of the Lord’s prayer, there is nothing in the 











ving 
yet 
8 of 
ty 2 
em, 
eem 
nti- 
the 
nt ; 
son. 
NeSs 
day 


us? 
hich 
ery 
ung 

the 
Ve~ 
per= 
ered 
ass~ 
han 
the 
ider 
our, 
ver. 
the 
ond- 
loes 
e is 
dl of 
rion 
‘the 


tant 
‘the 
iced 
n at 
ter. 
wed 
ore 
wn 
ook 
tate 
WS, 
the 
the 








THE DAY APPROACHING. 223 


world that lieth so heavy upon my heart as the thought of the miser- 
able nations of the earth. I cannot be affected so much with the 
calamities of my own relations or the land of my nativity, as with the 
case of the heathen, Mohammedan, and ignorant nations of the earth. 

No part of my prayers is so deeply serious as that for the conversion 
of the infidel and ungodly world, that God’s name may be sanctified 
and his kingdom come, and his will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Nor was I ever before so sensible, what a great sin tyranny is, which 
keepeth out the gospel from most of the nations of the world. Could 
we but go among Tartars, Turks, and heathens, and speak their lan- 
guage, { should be but little troubled for the silencing of eighteen 
hundred ministers at once in England, nor for all the rest that were 
cast out here and in Scotland and Ireland, there being no employment 
in the world so desirable in my eyes as to labor for the winning of 
such miserable souls, which maketh me greatly honor Mr. John Eliot, 
the apostle of the indions i in New England, and whoever else have 
labored in the work.” 

Suppose, now, that while Baxter, in sadness, and perhaps in prison, 
breathed out these holy aspirations, he had been suddenly transferred 
from those times to these. Suppose that waking, as from a troubled 
dream, he had found that in his own loved England, tyranny—at least 
such tyranny was at an end, and the gospel was free. Suppose he 
had been told, France is open, and Spain is open for evangelical effort. 
Suppose he had been told, Turkey is open, Greece is free ; all Asia 
Minor is open from Troas to Ephesus ; Syria and the Holy Land are 
open; and still further east, the wide realms of Chaldea and old 
Assyria and Persia are open; and still beyond, upon the Indus, where 
Alexander’s march of conquest spent itself, and upon the Ganges, 
where millions upon millions crowd the broad provinces from “the 
mountains of Thibet to the spice groves of Ceylon, the gospel may be 
preached in freedom and peace under the shelter of an English govern- 
ment; and still beyond, Burmah and Siam are open to the gospel ; 
China, too, is shaking with the roar of the revolution that is to break 
down her old barriers. Suppose he had been told, Africa too, at a 
thousand points, from Egypt and Abyssinia to her Southern Cape, is 
open to the Christian teacher. Suppose he had been told, America, 
where the good Ehot first made a barbarous tongue musical with the 
gospel, is a vast free Christian empire, and there, where willing exiles 
from every crowded kingdom of Europe meet to learn new principles, 
and to transmit to their posterity the English language and more than 
English freedom ; there is one great hope for the ignorant and dying 
world—thence light and truth go forth, east, west, north, south, to all 
the nations. How would the holy man have lifted up ‘his hands in 
wonder, in delight, in praise. “ Behold!” methinks I hear him say, 
“ Behold the day approaching ! 

We are living, then, amid great and rapid changes, which indicate 
that the day of the world’s renovation is drawing near. But, 

In the second place, these changes thus crow ding upon each other in 











224 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


this eventful age, are none of them of such a nature as to supersede the 
necessity of effort for the propagation of the gospel. They only make 
such efforts practicable and hopeful. They only prepare the way of 
the Lord ; they are not his actual coming. They cast down the moun. 
tains, they exalt the valleys; they make the crooked places straight 
and the rough places plain, that the king may come in his glory ; an 
the appearance of such changes is the summons to his people, Go ye 
out to meet him. The Lord himself is not in the whirlwind, nor in the 
earthquake, nor in the fire; but these things, striking the world with 
awe, are the heralds of his commg; and when the still small voice of 
his gospel is heard among all nations—still and small indeed amid the 
crash of ruin, while thrones and temples, powers and systems are fall- 
ing, and the roar of unchained nations is like the sound of many waters 
—when once that still small voice, the simple story of the gospel told 
by humble praying tongues, is heard in ail the dwellings of mankind; 
then let God’s witnesses everywhere wrap their faces in their mantles 
to adore. But while these changes are in progress, and there yet re- 
mains work to be done, let us who are of God’s host be up and doing— 
and so much the more as we see the day approaching. 

Look at another aspect of the condition of the world. Not only is 
the way open or opening everywhere for the evangelist to enter; but 
everywhere God is predisposing and preparing men to give to those 
who preach his gospel an attentive hearing. By one influence and 
another under the arrangements of Almighty Providence, it has come 
to pass that all the world, so to speak, is in expectation of a change, 
A deep conviction of the superiority of Christian nations, and with it 
the inference that their superiority is in some way connected with the 
religion which they profess, is everywhere impressed upon the hea- 
then, and even upon the proud Mohammedan. The Jew, too, wearied 
with waiting, and long disappointed while cycle after cycle of his 
hopes has been fulfilled in vain, is at the point of abandoning his ex- 
pectation of a Messiah yet to come, and is even now beginning to look 
back and inquire whether that great deliverer has not come and been 
rejected. Who shall tell us that the Spirit of God is not even now— 
amid the darkness that covers the nations—moving upon the chaotic 
elements, and by an influence beyond and above all second causes, 
preparing for the access of light and life? How rarely, in these days, 
does the teacher of Christianity begin his labors among the benighted 
without finding, at least in the willingness of men to hear him, the 
effect of somé mysterious preparation. And how often has one be- 
nighted tribe and another, one nation and another, unexpectedly, and to 
human view spontaneously, sent forth its petition for Christian teachers. 


What signs of the times are these—how do they cheer the followers’ 


of Christ in their attempts to teach all nations! And instead of super- 
seding the necessity for human instrumentality, they summon the 
Churches everywhere to increased prayer, and toil, and self-denial, as if 
angels were shouting to us from their unseen sphere, ,“ So much the 
more as ye see the day approaching.” 
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It is also to be remarked, in the third place, that simultaneously with 
these changes in the condition of the world at large, there has been a 

dual reviving of the spirit of apostolic piety, and of religious action 
and enterprise in all Christendom. The Churches, delivered from the 
power of persecution, and from that hardly less disastrous alliance with 
the civil power, which is founded on the principle of persecution, have 
been refreshed and enlarged. The spirit of prayer for the conversion 
of the world has been awakened. Millions of voices are daily uttering 
that petition “ thy kingdom come,” with a new fervor of desire and of 
faith. The actual enterprise of converting the world, has been com- 
menced with a calm and resolute zeal, a confidence of ultimate success, 
a spontaneous yet systematised combination of efforts, a liberality in 
contribution, and an energy in action, which, in their steady progress, 
make it more and more manifest that the finger of God is in the move- 
ment. Thus, while God in his mysterious workings has been preparing 
the world at large for a great and universal moral revolution, he has 
also been training and furnishing the Churches of Protestant Christen- 
dom, to take advantage of the crisis, and to carry the story of Christ 
and redemption to all mankind. Look at what he is doing for the 
Churches and in the Churches—see how he is setting them free from 
old encumbrances—see how he is multiplying their numbers—see how 
he is augmenting their resources and means of action—see how he is 
pouring out his Spirit upon them, and bidding them arise and shine— 
see the multitudes of young men endowed with gifts of nature and of 
education, whom his Spirit converts and calls to serve him in the gos- 
pel, and whom the Churches may equip and send forth to fill the world 
with light. Say what do these things mean in respect to what is just 
before us? Do these signs show that God will dispense with the in- 
strumentality of human efforts in completing that great moral revolu- 
tion which seems everywhere impending? Or do they rather show 
that he intends to have the gospel preached by human voices in every 
land and in every language, and that he would have his servants “ go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature,” and so 
much the more as they see the day approaching. 

And what success has thus far attended the enterprise of converting 
the world by the foolishness of preaching? I may not occupy your 
time with the statistics of the missionary enterprise at large, nor even 
with the details of the success which has crowned those efforts in which 
it has been our privilege to participate. But I may direct your at- 
tention, for a moment, to those familiar facts in this one point of viewe 
In the work of evangelizing the heathen and Mohammedan nations, 
every success is an expansion of the work, and every expansion creates 
an imperious necessity for new exertions. When the missionary in 
some dark land finds the tokens of an approaching revolution manifest- 
ing themselves around himn—when inquirers begin to come around him 
by day and by night—one by one, or in companies—when his schools 
are thronged in consequence of an awakened thirst for knowledge in 
a barbarous people—when a clamor for Bibles, and for Christian tracts 
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and books, breaks forth on his right hand and on his left, from a people 
who have learned the use of letters—when converts begin to be multi. 
plied under his teaching, and need, because they are converts, the more 
instruction and the more watchfulness—what are all these indications 
of success but the rapid expansion of his work ?—and as his work 
grows under his hand, he must have larger means and new helpers, or 
else he dies exhausted and broken down amid his triumphs. Thus, 
while God in his providence gives us free and safe access to the nations, 
and is at the same time giving us peace and prosperity at home, and 
abundant instrumentalities and resources for the prosecution of the work, 
he is all the while leading us on in a way in which it is impossible to re- 
treat, and impossible to stand still, without dishonor, not to ourselves 
only, but to him whose name we bear and to whose cause we are de- 
voted. Thus, the wonderful and increasing success of our missionary 
work, continually betokening the approach of that bright day when 
Christ shall reign over all the earth, is continually laying upon the 
Churches a necessity, inevitable except by the most dishonorable retreat 
from the most glorious of enterprises—a necessity not only to go on, 
but to go on with so much the more earnestness and faith and self- 
denial. 

Fathers and brethren in the ministry of the Gospel, the application 
of all this to us, in our public employment and relations, is too obvious 
to require an argument. We live, we are entrusted with this sacred 
ministry, in the twilight, as it were, of that day which faith has so long 
seen approaching. We are called to instruct and animate the Churches, 
to guard them from danger, and to lead them on to every holy enter- 
prise, at this peculiar crisis in the history of redemption. Our comnis- 
sion is like that once given to Moses, “Speak to the children of Israel 
that they go forward.” We are to understand, we are to make the 
Churches understand, that God calls us not to rest satisfied with past 
achievements or with present success, but to attempt greater and greater 
things, and to expect in each attempt greater and still greater results. 
Oh! what have we done—what have our Churches done—that any of us 
should speak or feel as if we had already reached the limit of enter- 
prise or of achievement ? 

Assembled as we are, “to consult the duties of our office, and the 
common interest of the Churches,” it becomes us to remember and to 
remind each other, how much is depending on the fidelity and the skill 
with which our work is done. Our position as ministers of the word, 
and as pastors of these favored Churches, has an importance ever in- 
creasing, as the progress of events brings us nearer to the expected 
triumph of our Redeemer over all the earth. Whether these Churches 
will do their part in the work of making the Gospel known to every 
creature, must depend, under God, on the intelligence, the earnestness, 
and the diligence, with which they are taught and guided by their pas- 
tors. Let them have a cold-hearted, secularized, easy, slothful minis- 
try—let them have a ministry holding the form of godliness and ortho- 
doxy, but denying its power—let them have a ministry uninstructed in 
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the things of the kingdom of God, unable to divide the word of truth, 
or to discern the wheat from the chaff—let them have an unsound, en- 
thusiastic, revolutionary ministry, seizing upon every novelty, turned 
about by every wind of doctrine, rushing headlong into every ill-consi- 
dered project—let them have any ministry not qualified by gifts and 
graces to produce a sound, enlightened, manly, self-denying piety ; and 
how soon would the disaster be felt, not here only, but everywhere. 
Let the Spirit of God descend with his reviving grace upon their souls 
—let the number of them that worship in spirit and in truth, presenting 
themselves to God a living sacrifice, be multiplied in these parishes ; and 
instantly a new energy is manifested in every department of the Divine 
enterprise of evangelizing the world. 

By what motives, then, are we urged to fidelity in our work as pastors 
and leaders of the flock of God? Our success in this work is to save 
the souls of those who hear us, and is to leave the light of pure Chris- 
tianity still radiant on these hills after we shall have been gathered to our 
fathers. Nor is this all. Our success in this work, or our failure, has, 
in these days, an obvious and immediate connection with the advance-. 
ment of God’s designs of mercy forall nations. In such times as these, 
the zeal, the purity, the spiritual prosperity and progress of these 
Churches,—or their languor and sloth, their declension and decay,—is 
felt at once, far and near, in its effects on the progress of Christ’s uni- 
versal kingdom. It is felt, far west, beyond the Mississippi, where, in 
that confluence of emigration, the home missionary, sustained by our 
churches, gathers around him the children of our fathers, in some log hut, 
or under some spreading shade, and waking in their hearts kind memories 
of the homes, the sanctuaries, and the graves of “ old Connecticut,” bids 
them not forget their fathers’ God. _ It is felt in those distant isles, where 
the missionary from our shores sees a regenerated nation, and hears from 
glen, and vale, and ragged cliff, sweet songs of praise, mingled with the 
everlasting anthem of the ocean. It is felt in all the tropic climes of east-. 
ern Asia, where Apostolic men, in our behalf, and depending on our fidel- 
ity to the cause, are establishing Churches and Christian schools, and the 
mighty enginery of the press, for the illumination of those countless mil- 
lions. It is felt in the old haunts of Grecian genius, where Athens and 
Corinth receive once mcre the simple doctrine of Jesus and the resur-. 
rection from those whom God has sent by our instrumentality, and 
where the men of Macedonia are calling for our help. It is felt under 
the waning crescent of the Turk, where the Armenian trafficker, to 
whom the pearl of great price is sent from these occidental shores, rises. 
up to demand of his priestly oppressors freedom and the keys of hea- 
ven. Lebanon feels it—* that goodly mountain,’ where the untamed 
Arab and the wilder Druse listen to our brethren, and weep over 
the sod that covers precious dust which we have loved. The Nestorian: 
feels it, as from his “ misty mountain-tops,” and from the mouth of each 
old cavern sanctuary, he looks with hope too long deferred to catch the 
day-spring strangely dawning in the west. Thus it is, brethren, that in, 
such a time as this, when the redemption of all nations is drawing nigh, 
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our position as pastors of these favored Churches involves a responsibj. 
lity continually increasing. Lowly and narrow as each one of us ma 
feel to be the sphere of his immediate agency, the influence of what 
we do, or fail to do, in our humble places—the influence of God’s 
blessing on our faithfulness, or of his frown on our slothfulness and cow. 
ardice, goes out from where we stand, as if on some electric chain, 
reaching from station to station till it encircles the world. 

With such thoughts as these enlarging our views and glowing in our 
hearts, let us “ consult the duties of our office and the common interest 
of the Churches.” With such thoughts let us gird ourselves anew for 
labor. Remembering that the field is the world, and that Christ’s fol. 
lowers are to preach the gospel to every creature; and watching with 
holy sympathy the progress of the angel flying in the midst of Heaven; 
let us pray and labor, and so much the more as we see the day approach- 
ing. 

G, that approaching day! What though its full splendor may not 
shine upon these mortal eyes! We will do our part, God helping us, 
and then its light shall be the brighter on our graves; and when we 
look down on the new earth from the new Heaven, we will sing the 
louder in the chorus of the morning stars, and our voices shall mingle 


with a more triumphant gladness in the acclamations of the sons of 
God. 
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SERMON CCCXXXIV. 


BY REV. SIMEON NORTH, LL.D., 


PRESIDENT OF HAMILTON COLLEGE, CLINTON, N. Y. 


THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO CHRISTIANS, A PREPARA: 
TION FOR THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS. 


« Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Re- 
store unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free Spirit. Then will 
I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee.”—Psatms, 
li. 11, 12, 13. 


Tue psalm of which these words constitute a part, is supposed to 
have been composed by David, on his recovery from one of those sea- 
sons of backsliding, by which his religious experience was diversified. 
Under the influence of a guilty and debasing passion, he had suffered 
himself to wander far from him who was the life and spring of his spi- 
ritual enjoyments. The gross acts of wickedness, of which he had 
become guilty in this state of estrangement from God, were faithfully 

inted out to him by the prophet Nathan. He was thus brought to a 
frely conviction of the guilty part which he had been acting. His 
conscience was roused from its slumbers, and he was made to see how 
utterly vile he had rendered himself in the sight of God. His mind 
was filled with shame and self-abhorrence; and he was therefore con- 
strained to take up the language of penitence and confession. “ Against 
thee, thee only have I sinned and done this evil in thy sight. For I 
acknowledge my transgression, and my sin is ever before me.” 

From himself, his mind seems then to have turned to others, who 
might have been affected by his example. _As if by his wickedness, he 
had grieved away that Spirit by which alone he could be prepared 
successfully to teach the ways of God to others, he supplicated in our 
text for a return to his heart of the divine presence, and a restoration 
of that joy which he had experienced before his departures from God. 
His language is, “ Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, 
and uphold me with thy free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors 
thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee.” 

There is a principle, then, involved in this language which may at 
all times be contemplated with profit by the children of God; and 
especially when he is not present with them in the reviving influences 
of his grace. This principle is, that the presence of God by his Spirit 
with his children, prepares the way for the salvation of those who are 
in a state of impenitence. In the statement of this principle, it will 
be seen, there is the assertion of an important fact. 

I. For evidence of this fact, we shall appeal, in the first place, to 
the word of God. If the connection of ideas in our text be distinctly 
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marked, it will be seen how clearly it teaches the truth which we are 
contemplating. The fact of his teaching transgressors the ways of 
God, and of his making himself instrumental in the conversion of sin. 
ners, is made by the Psalmist to turn upon the question, whether he 
shall or shall not enjoy the continued presence of God in the joy of his 
salvation, and in the upholding influences of his Spirit. In the mind of 
the Psalmist, the one was thus obviously regarded as depending upon 
the other. He knew that without the presence of God, he could him- 
self possess no spiritual enjoyment; and that without the quickening 
aids of the divine Spirit, he would be absolutely powerless in his at- 
tempts to promote the spiritual interests of others. Successfully to 
teach others their transgressions, while the guilt of unpardoned sin was 
resting upon his own conscience, he knew was impossible. To think 
of conducting sinners to the Most High, when he was himself groping 
in spiritual darkness—to think of leading them to the pleasures of sal- 
vation, when he was himself @ stranger to its enjoyments, he knew to 
be absurd; and his prayer therefore was for the continued presence 
of God, and for the quickening and life-giving influences of his Spirit. 


Nearly allied to our text in its relation to this subjeet, is the promise . 


of Christ to his disciples, that when, by ascending to the Father, he 
had withdrawn from them his bodily presence, he would send unto them 
the Holy Comforter—even the Spirit of truth, who should dwell with 
them, and teach them all things, and bring all things to their remem- 
brance. It is accordingly declared by the same Evangelist, who has 
recorded this promise of the Savior, that after his resurrection from 
the dead, and before his ascension, he appeared to his disciples whilst 
they were secretly assembled, and gave them their divine commission. 
“ As my Father hath sent me,” said he, “ even so send I you.” And 
when he had said this, as if it were necessary to the success of their 
mission, “he breathed on them and saith unto them, receive ye the 
Holy Ghost. Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, 
and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.” It was with the 
express design of bringing the gospel in its saving influences to 
bear upon the minds of men, that the disciples were thus commissioned 
and sent forth, They were to be qualified to act successfully as 
heralds of their divine Master. They were to be prepared to proclaim 
Jesus Christ and his gospel throughout the known world. The truths 
of Christianity were by them to be brought home to the hearts and the 
consciences of men with a reforming and a saving power. Let then 
the manner be observed in which they were fitted for this high office 
by the Savior himself. It was by communicating unto them the Holy 
Spirit. That which was deemed necessary by him was doubtless indis- 
pensable to the success of their labors. He recognized that as true 
which was afterwards so clearly taught by one of his disciples, that 
planting and watering in the vineyard of the Lord could be of no avail 
unless God himself by the energies of his own Spirit should give the 
increase. He, therefore, gave the Holy Spirit to his disciples, and 
assured them that his blessed influences should accompany them in all 
their ways. 
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But if we follow them in their subsequent labors, and whilst they 
were engaged in the business of preaching the gospel, we shall be fur- 
nished with additional evidence of the fact which we have in view. It 
is recorded, that on the day of Pentecost, when the disciples were with 
one accord in one place, the Holy Spirit was imparted to them, in a 
most surprising and wonderful manner—and that, as the result of this, 
three thousand were immediately gathered into the Church of Christ. 
The history of the Church from that day to this, by its accumulation of 
facts, has been adding to this evidence of the word of God. The ex- 

rience of Christians in every age has been such, as to justify the ex- 
pectation, that when God is especially present with them by the influ- 
ences of his Spirit, men will be converted to the truth, and made 

artakers in the blessings of salvation. For it is at just those times, 
when they feel most of the power of religion in their own, hearts, that 
its power is found to be most searching and subduing, upon the hearts: 
of others around them. Men are seen to wake up to a new conscious~ 
ness of the fact, that they are immortal and accountable beings. The 
conviction, before vague and indistinct, of their own sinfulness and ill- 
desert, acquires a strength and vividness, which shew them how utterly 
lost is their: present condition, and how utterly hopeless and miserable 
they must ever be, unless they are made partakers in the pardoning 
mercy of God. It is at such times that the inquiry—* what shall I do 
to be saved ?” is made with a deep-meaning honesty and sincerity of 
heart. The things of eternity are recognized as great and solemn reali- 
ties, and assume that place in the minds of men, as objects of thought, 
and as motives to action, which is demanded by their intrinsic import- 
ance. How glorious, too, are then seen to be the triumphs of truth, 
over sinful prejudice and deep-seated errors! And how joyful the 
songs of gladness from tongues never before vocal in their Maker’s 
praise! What solemnity is then seen to pervade entire communities, as 
the Spirit goes from heart to heart, and by the still small voice utters 
his admonitions in the ears of men! Scenes like these have been fa- 
miliar things in the history of the Church, and as the fruits of divine 
influence have always attested the presence of God’s Spirit among his 
ple. 

II. But let us next contemplate some of the reasons for what we have 
thus seen to be a fact. Why does the presence of God, by his Spirit, 
with his children, prepare the way for the salvation of those who are in 
a state of impenitence? An answerto this inquiry will be found in the 
following considerations. 

(1.) In the first place, it is by the instrumentality of his children that 
God carries forward the work of salvation among men. That between 
this instrumentality and their salvation there is a connection absolute 
and necessary, we cannot indeed affirm; for it is conceivable that 
God may employ other agencies, in securing the fulfilment of his pur- 
poses of grace. It is not to be supposed that he is limited to any par- 
ticular set of means, in the accomplishment of those ends at which he 
is aiming. By his own direct power,—and this, too, without the 











232 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


agency of his children, in the presentation and exemplification of 
truth he might bring into willing subjection to himself the hearts of 
men. But however conceivable this may be, it must yet be admitted 
that it is not in accordance with God’s usual mode of proceeding. It 
is not by blind and irresistible acts of almighty power that he chooses 
to control the minds of men. Nor does he see fit to leave them to the 
simple influence of that truth which, with his own finger, he hag 
inscribed upon the tables of the heart. He does not deem it enough 
that light has been spread upon the pages of his word, and diffused thus 
over the face of creation; and that within and around them men have 
the means of becoming acquainted with his own character and requisi- 
tions. He chooses that, in addition to his other instrumentalities, those 
of his children shall be called into exercise. It is his purpose that 
they shall make themselves active in his service. He means that their 
influence shall constitute at least one link in the chain of agencies 
which connects his own purpose in the far-distant ages of eternity, 
with its ultimate fulfilment in the developments of his grace and pro- 
vidence on the earth. He hence calls upon his children to be at all 
times up and doing in his service,—requiring that while engaged in 
this service, they should ever be fervent in spirit and diligent in 
business. 

(2.) But while it is thus by the agency of his children that God 
accomplishes his purposes of grace among men, let it be further no- 
ticed that it is only by being made partakers in the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, that they can be prepared successfully to act in his service. It 
is thus only that they are led to the lively exercise of those graces of 
the Christian character, which give power ‘and efficacy to their ex- 
ample. As enumerated by the Apostle, these graces are love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance. It is in the agency of the Spirit that they originate---for they are 
described as his fruits, and it is by his quickening influence that they 
are kept alive in the heart. When this influence is imparted in large 
and unwonted measures, it gives unwonted power and prominence to 
these elements of Christian character. They shine forth with a bril- 
liancy which attracts the notice of every beholder. They give to the 
example of Christians its proper influence over the hearts and lives of 
men—extorting, even from worldliness and unbelief, a reluctant tribute 
to the excellence of that religion which they profess, and in the eyes 
of all men, rendering that example a living reproof to the corrupt 
maxims and practices of the world. In the character which the 
exhibit there is discovered a degree of strength and harmony, to whic 
they are strangers when the Spirit is absent from their hearts. Their 
influence upon the minds of others is rendered not only more direct and 
positive, but it is put forth free from those countervailing influences 
which at other times arise from the inconsistencies of Christian char- 
acter and practice. It thus becomes what it was so aptly represented 
by Christ—the salt of the earth—imparting life and spiritual health 
to the masses of mind depraved and corrupted by sin which come within 
its reach. 
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(3.) But, by the Holy Spirit, Christians are also inspired with a 

jritof importunate and prevailing prayer for the salvation of others ; 
and this is another reason why the imparting of divine influence to 
them prepares the way for the conversion of those who are in a state 
of impenitence. They are made to feel somewhat of the spirit of the 
patriarch, when he exclaimed—* Except thou bless me, I will not let 
thee go.” They call to mind the willingness of God to bestow spi- 
ritual blessings upon those who seek them. They know that his ear 
is not heavy, that he cannot hear, nor his arm shortened that he 
cannot save. They remember the blessed promises which assure them, 
that if they seek, they shall find, and that if they knock, the door 
shall be opened. They are hence constrained to give utterance to the 
language of prayer, and in the exercise of a faith which is unwavering, 
to look for corresponding results in the conversion of those, upon whose 
salvation their desires are fixed. If the Spirit has been really impart- 
ed to them—if they are made to feel his quickening influence, and his 
work is rendered deep and radical in their hearts, they must feel earnest 
desires for the spiritual good of others. They know that God will 
have respect to these desires, if they are expressed in the language of 
sincere and importunate prayer; and they therefore act upon the en- 
couragements which he has given them in his word and providence. 
The Holy Spirit, diffused among the disciples of Christ, is accordingly 
always found to be a Spirit of prayer. Under his influence upon their 
hearts, a holy importunity springs up, and its fruit is eternal salvation to 
those who were lost. 

(4.) Again, let it be noticed, that when the Holy Spirit is imparted 
to the disciples of Christ, they are prompted not only to strong desires, 
but to special efforts for the salvation of others. Witness the exem- 
plification of this, in those scenes of the day of Pentecost, to which we 
have referred. How was it,that such multitudes were induced to be- 
come the disciples of Jesus, and were thus rendered partakers in the 
salvation of the gospel? It was by the faithful proclamation of the 
gospel, after the Spirit had descended upon them, and their minds had 
become imbued with his quickening and life-giving influences. They 
were made to see, in the light of eternal truth, how utterly lost and 
hopeless were the multitudes around them, if they should persist in the 
rejection of the Savior. The fires of celestial love were kindled in 
their hearts, and it was the burning desire of their souls that the work 
of salvation should spread and prevail. They were roused to untiring 
effort in the service of their divine Master, while they proclaimed the 
message which he had put into their mouths, and which he had inspired 
them to utter, with a celestial and miraculous energy. They disguised 
not the truth, but fearlessly called the multitudes to repent of their 
guilt contracted by the rejection and death of the Son of God. 

Such were the fruits of the Spirit, when his influences were first im- 
parted to the disciples of Christ. Such have they been, from that day 
to this. Men, before enemies to the cross of Christ, have been brought 
within his fold, by the special efforts, to which his disciples have been 
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prompted, under the quickening energies of his Spirit. How im. 
mensely have the trophies of divine grace thus been multiplied, as the 
chariot of salvation has moved on from age to age of the Christian 
Church! What multitudes, perishing in sin, have been plucked as 
brands from the burning, and given to the Savior, as the reward of his 
toils and sutferings upon the earth! In the results of experience, we 
are thus presented with additional reason, for the fact that when the 
disciples of Christ are made partakers in the gifts of the Spirit, the 
way is prepared for the imparting of these gifts, to those who have 
been living ina state of impenitence and estrangement from God. 

I. [tis a consideration which gives interest and importance to the 
subject which we have been contemplating, that it suggests the only 
true and consistent view of religious revivals. We say this, because, 
while it points to that in which such revivals originate—viz. : the 
agency of the Spirit, it also brings into view their natural and legiti- 
mate results, in the conversion and salvation ofsinners. And this, too, 
it does in a manner not only accordant with the recorded facts of 
Scripture, but with the experience of Christians in every age of the 
Church. It is out of Zion that salvation cometh, and when religion is 
truly revived, it is in the bosom of the Church that the work com- 
mences, and fiom it that it spreads, as light and heat from the sun to 
other parts of the material system. 

The truth of what has now been said will more fully appear from 
a few brief considerations. It is in view of their appropriate objects, 
only, that those feelings can be intelligently manifested which consti- 
tute the graces of the Christian character. They can no more exist 
when the contemplations of the mind are not directed to their objects, 
than the emotion of beauty from the scenes of external nature can be 
felt when the eyes are closed in darkness. Not less absurd would it 
be, to expect those to exercise Christian faith, and repentance, and hu- 
mility, who have no adequate conceptions of God, and Christ, and 
of the relations subsisting between him and us, than to expect one 
who has always been blind, to conceive the wonders of the summer 
lanlscape or describe the beauties of the rainbow. But, while the 
appropriate objects of religious feeling are thus to be contemplated, it 
is also necessary, in order that this feeling may possess its proper de- 
gree of intensity, that our intellectual views of those objects, should be 
clear and discriminating. The mind, upon whose perceptions the 
existence of God has but just dawned, can feel but a small degree of 
emotion towards him, while he, who like Gabriel, has for a thousand 
ages been searching amid the depths of his perfections, will burn with 
all the intensity of a seraph’s love. One important cause then, of the 
coldness and apathy in religion, which render revivals necessary in the 
economy and progress of the Church, is ignorance of religious truth, 
and blindness or inattention to the proper objects of religious emotion; 
and Christians are never revived, unless they rise above those influences 
which occasion this ignorance and blindness. 

It may hence be seen, why it is that the Holy Spirit, imparted to the 
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disciples of Christ, results in a revival of their languishing graces. 
for it is his office,—as declared by the Savior himseli—to teach them 
all things, and bring all things to their remembrance. Under his in- 
fuence, they acquire clear, and comprehensive, and consistent views 
of the great scheme of divine truth. Their minds are recalled to the 
proper objects of religious pursuit and ¢ontemplation. A new impulse 
js given to those emotions which belong to them as the disciples of 
Christ and the servants of God. They are made to look back with 
shame upon the ways in which they have been wandering; while, 
with mourning and rending of heart, they contemplate the guilty part 
which they have been acting. Their repentance is thus renewed, and 
their humility deepened and rendered more abasing. Their faith be- 
comes truly the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not seen. ‘Their love is strengthened, until it affords convincing 
evidence of a radical change in the temper and disposition of their 
hearts, and lays a foundation for that hope which is as an anchor to 
the soul, both sure and stedfast. That truly is a revival, which thus at 
once gives life and strength to the graces of the Christian character ; 
and the rains and the sunshine of heaven are not more grateful to the 
earth in the opening of spring, than are the light of God’s countenance, 
and the dews of heavenly grace, upon souls that have thus been reco- 
vered from the frosts of a spiritual winter. 

But, when Christians have been thus revived in their own feelings, 
like the Psalmist as represented in our text, they always become mind- 
ful of those who are living in sin. The same spirit which, by enliven- 
ing their Christian graces, qualifies therm to teach transgressors the 
ways of God, also makes them willing, by untiring diligence in the 
active and public duties of the Christian life, to labor for their salva- 
tion. The religion of Jesus Christ is neither exclusive nor passive in 
its character. When, therefore, the Spirit moves upon the hearts of 
Christians, the efiects of his agency will always be seen in works 
which illustrate and commend the gospel to others—works done in 
the face of day—open and palpable to the inspection of men; and it is 
thus, by the impressive teachings of Christian example, that sinners 
are instructed in the ways of God; and, by a light which never de- 
ceives, are led on until they embrace the truth, and become joyful par- 
takers in the blessings of salvation. When, in the lively exercise of 
Christian ¢races, and the faithful performance of Christian duties, the 
disciples of Christ thus collectively arise, and stand forth to the view of 
others, most strikingly do they realize the language of their divine 
Master, when he represents them under the similitude of a city set 
upon a hill. Its spires pierce the heavens its foundations are the ever- 
lasting rock, and upon its walls and palaces there is a beauty and a 
goodliness which attract the gaze and draw the steps of those who are 
wandering in darkness and in sin. The conversion of men once indif- 
ferent to religion, and who appear before never to have regarded it as 
asubject involving their own interest and duty, is hence the grand 
characteristic of every genuine revival of religion. It is that outward 
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manifestation of the Spirit’s work, which affords visible proof of his 
presence—causing it to be seen and felt that the power of God is upon 
the hearts of men—wooing some by subduing tenderness, and urgin 
others by overwhelming terrors to the ark of safety. Thus it is that 
often multitudes are at once roused from the lethargy of spiritual death, 
and while they awake to spiritual life, are made to rise in their aims 
and feelings to the true dignity of rational and immortal beings. The 
work of a new creation is carried on in their hearts, and the splendors 
of a new world unfolded to their perceptions, and they are made hence- 
forth to labor not for themselves but for God, and to live not for time 
but for eternity. 

II. In the second place, let it be remarked, in view of the present 
subject, that it suggests a reason for the prominence given in the word 
of God to the doctrine of divine influence. It is upon this influence 
that the salvation of a perishing world is dependent. Not, indeed, that 
without it men are devoid of the natural power of complying with the 
requisitions of the Gospel ; and we deem that a gross perversion of the 
doctrine of divine influence, which represents it as the sole basis of 
the sinner’s obligation. The necessity of the Spirit’s agency exists 
rather in the fact, that so corrupting has been the influence of sin upon 
the hearts of men, that they need, by divine power, to be quickened to 
their duty. This is a necessity strictly moral in its nature, and yet it 
is one so real and absolute, that unless the energies of the divine Spirit 
are exerted, men will inevitably perish in their sins. The Scriptures 
accordingly teach us that it is by the Holy Spirit that men are made 
the subjects of that new birth, without which thty cannot be prepared 
for the kingdom of heaven—by the Holy Spirit, that the work of 
sanctification is carried on in their hearts—by the Holy Spirit, too, 
that they are made to persevere in the Christian course, until at length, 
Victorious over every spiritual enemy, they are brought to the day of 
their final redemption. It is thus, by divine agency, that the founda- 
tion, as well as the topmost stone, is laid in the temple of salvation. 
God takes compassion upon his creatures, in the waywardness and 
backwardness of their sluggish feelings and purposes—working within 
them both to will and to do, in order that they may be constrained to 
work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. He looks upon 
them in their fallen condition, and prompts his own children to proclaim 
unto them the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ. He sees 
how wedded they are to the world, and therefore gives them the aids 
of his Spirit in’breaking away from its fascinations. He knows their 
weakness when they have first entered upon his service, and sustains 
their tottering steps as they climb the upward course. He knows their 
temptations, and gives them success in their conflicts with their spiritual 
enemies, and at last crowns them with the garlands of victory at his 
own right hand. True, therefore, as it doubtless is, that men are 
themselves active in the work of their own salvation—while they also 
give occasion to the activity of others in their behalf, yet is it also true, 
that to God alone belongs the glory of its successful accomplishment ; 
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and it is but a simple statement of the facts connected with their salva- 
tion which he makes, when he represents his own agency aS con- 
cerned, first and last, in achieving their redemption. 

Ill. Let it also be remarked, as a truth naturally suggested by this 
subject, that the disciples of Christ often mistake the proper mode of 
rendering themselves successful and efficient laborers in the service of 
God. They do this, when they enter upon his service, without any dis- 
tinct recognision of their dependence upon him for the success of their 
labors. And how often do they thus appear to forget what God has 
taught in so many forms, that even the zeal of Paul, and the elo- 
quence of Apollos, could avail nothing, except by his own attending 
and crowning blessing? As if in their own unassisted strength, they 
could successfully cope with the enemies of truth and salvation, they 
are not always sufficiently careful, to gird themselves in that celestial 
armor which God only can give to his children. By their own wis- 
dom, and with the strength of their own unassisted arms, they would 
achieve victories in their Master’s service, and they therefore go forth 
to their spiritual conflicts, without seeking the aids of that Spirit whose 
office it is to give success to their efforts. It was not thus with the 
Apostle. For it was only through Christ strengthening him, that he 
felt assured that he could do all things. It was not thus with the 
Psalmist. For in order that he might successfully teach transgressors 
the ways of God, and prove instrumental in their conversion, he felt 
that he must be upheld by the Holy Spirit. 

It is thus a fact—and one, too, worthy of being noticed in Christian 
experience—that the men whose minds have been most deeply imbued 
with the Holy Spirit, have also been most deeply impressed with the 
truth of their own absolute dependence upon his influences. Let it also 
be noticed, as not less worthy of remark, that such men have been the 
most abundant and untiring in their personal labors and sacrifices in their 
Master’s service. It is so with all who have proper views of their de- 
pendence upon God. The conviction of this dependence awakens them 
to greater activity and devotion in doing his will. If God cheers them 
with the light of his countenance they know they shall not despond. If 
he upholds them by his free Spirit they know they shall not fall. 

IV. In conclusion let it be remarked, that the presence of God’s 
Spirit with his people is not only at all times most desirable, but most 
earnestly to be sought in prayer. The effects of this presence, when 
enjoyed, have already been brought into view. Is it not desirable that 
Christians should be in the lively exercise of those graces which pro- 
perly belong to them as the disciples of Christ? What can be more 
desirable, than that they should possess that united spirit of supplication 
and action which lead them at once to pray, and to labor for the salva- 
tionof men? And that, too, which God hath taught us to expect as 
the result of all this—the conversion and restoration to his favor of 
those who come within the sphere of their influence—is it not an object 
on which the intense and burning desires of their hearts should be fixed ? 
If for no other reason, should they not for this, strive and pray that they 
may be made richly to partake in the gifts of the Holy Spirit ? 
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But in itself considered, and aside from the blessed effects to which 
we have referred—what can be conceived of more to be desired, than 
that God should take up his abode in the hearts of his children? If there 
were no sinners in the world to be converted—if there were none capa. 
ble of being benefitted by their example, or affected by their prayers 
and labors, with what blessing could they desire to be blessed, compa. 
red with that of being visited with the gracious presence of the Most 
High ? 





TIIE WORTH AND THE CARE OF THE SOUL. 


What shall it profita man, if he gain the whole world, and lose his cwn soul~ 
Mark, vii., 36. 


“My Hearers—In the following remarks, I shall adopt the language 
of direct and personal address. 1 suppose you to be convinced by every 
day’s observation, that your continuance in this world must very soon 
terminate. You believe in the ennobling doctrine of the soul’s immor- 
tality, and of the continued expansion of its capacities of enjoying or 
suffering throughout its endless existence. You believe in eternal re- 
wards and punishments ; and you believe that the soul’s future destiny 
will depend, not upon the wealth here amassed, the pleasure here en- 
joyed, or the knowledge here acquired; but upon the moral character 
here formed, and the spiritual life here begun. With this belief, you 
are confident that you have not formed that moral character, or com- 
menced that spiritual life, which alone can fit you for eternal happiness. 
If such be your belief, and such your condition, I ask you to read what 
follows, as if it were addressed directly to yourself alone. 

1. What, then, is the worth of the soul? Howshall it be measured? 
How shall it be conceived? With what shall it be compared? Its 
immortality and its ever-expanding capacities are the elements on 
which its value depends. Let one immortal soul enjoy forever any de- 
finite and continued degree of happiness, however small—it is clear 
that the sum of its enjoyment, through the whole of its eternal exist- 
tence, would exceed the sum of happiness that could be enjoyed in this 
world, by all the myriads of men that have ever inhabited it, or by the 
eight hundred millions that now inhabit it. Nay, the excess would be 
beyond all computation. Add, now, that the soul will enjoy not a 
very small continuance of happiness, but an inconceivably great, ever- 
enlarging and absolutely unbounded measure of felicity, going on, in- 
creasing with its expanding capacities, in a geometrical ratio, through 
the interminable ages of its immortality,—and who will attempt to 
draw the comparison between the sum of that one soul’s happiness and 
the sum of all the worldly felicity of all the world’s inhabitants, from 
its creation to the present time? Well might it be asked, “ What will 
it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul ?” 

My Hearers, do you go about, from day to day, conscious that there 
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is in you a spirit of inestimable value? And yet there is. Such a soul 
is committed to your care, and for its destiny you are accountable. And 
how stands that account? I appeal to your conscience. If you are 
assured that your soul is safe, Ihave no more tosay. But if conscience 
tells you there is something wrong—if there comes over you, in your 
solitary meditation, some fearful foreboding of future wrath—if you 
know that you have not loved the Lord your God with all your capa- 
cities of loving, or served him with all your capacities of serving, and 
that, for the violation of this first and great commandment, you are ex- 
posed to the penalty of eternal death,—do not refuse to give attention 
to this business of the soul’s salvation, until it shall be forever too late. 
Inestimably precious as the soul is, it may be lost, and lost without re- 
medy! Will you incur that loss? 

Il. Consider whether you have a clear conception of the value of the 
soul. Itis easy to acknowledge its infinite worth, without having any 
distinct idea of it at all. The interests of your single soul are, in truth, 
of more moment than the worldly interests of all the nations of the 
earth, put together. They are not only of more moment, in their rela- 
tion to you, but even in themselves considered. The humblest and 
weakest Christian, that has secured the safety of his soul, and “ fought 
the good fight of faith,” has accomplished a nobler, sublimer, more mo- 
mentous work, than all the achievements of all the intellectual giants, 
military heroes, and political statesmen, that have ever rendered their 
names illustrious. The revolution that must be effected for the soul’s 
emancipation, calls for more intense interest, and more intense action, 
than the greatest political revolution. The moral struggle you are 
conscious of, in your own breast, is to decide a question, bigger with 
momentous consequences than the vital interests of the greatest nation 
onthe globe. In being invested with the care of your soul, you are in- 
vested with a higher trust, and placed under a more overwhelming re- 
sponsibility, than could arise from being made the ruler and arbiter of all 
the nations of the earth. Do you believe it ? 

II. Suppose you were made the chief magistrate of your country, 
with uncontrolled and unlimited powers to make its laws, judge of their 
infraction, and see to their execution—to direct all the national concerns, 
and secure the public tranquillity and happiness—to decide every ques- 
tion—to reconcile the jarring interests of Commerce, Manufactures and 
Agriculture—in a word, to manage all its public concerns, both domes- 
tic and foreign ;—would you not feel yourself almost overwhelmed by 
the responsibilities incident to such a task ? 

IV. Suppose, again, that the interests of all the nations of the earth 
were committed to your care, so that on your plans and management 
should depend the public condition, the public welfare and happiness of 
them all. And suppose, in addition to this, that, if it were possible, the 
social, domestic, and individual happiness of all the millions of this 
earth’s inhabitants were made entirely and directly dependent upon 
you, so long as you should remain in the world ;—would you not be 
crushed under the insupportable burthen? Add, now, the care of the 
temporal welfare of another world just like this—a third—a fourth— 
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hundreds—thousands—yes, millions ofsuch worlds; and even then, all 
the weight of responsibility that would rest upon and would bear no 
comparison with that, under whicn you are now living. You have, un- 
der your care, a soul, whose eternal destiny depends upon you—a des. 
tiny that plainly and undeniably involves a greater amount of weal or 
woe, than could fall to the lot of all the inhabitants of millions of worlds 
like this, in the short space of your present life. 

But perhaps you may say, that the chance of handling so complica. 
ted a machine as the political government of the world, would involve a 
much greater number of particulars, and a much greater amount of 
labor, than could be required for the care of a single soul. _ But, think 
you, that to make rules by which you may be guided in all the chang. 
ing scenes and involved circumstances of life—faithfully to apply, and 
unhesitatingly to execute those rules—to deny the craving appetites—to 
direct the wayward desires—to restrain the headlong passions—to fix 
the wandering affections—to resist, daily and hourly, temptations on the 
right hand and on the left—to keep yourself perfectly unspotted from 
the world—to wrestle, not against flesh and blood, but against principa- 
lities and powers—all the while to be assiduously engaged in active be- 
nevolence, and in mental and moral improvement, without yielding to 
the enticements, either of pleasure or of indolence ;—think you, that 
this is not a task involving many particulars, and demanding labor ? 

Be urged to an immediate attention to the concerns of your soul— 
not only by the happiness that is to be gained, but by the misery that is 
to be avoided. Remember, that the soul’s capability of misery is 
equal to its capability of happiness—that you have the testimony of 
God, that it is now exposed to that misery, and unless you take a deter- 
mined and desperate effort, it is ruined forever. Its immortality will be 
an eternal death ;—an eternal death! Who can fathom the full signi- 
ficancy of those awful words? Eternity of death !—Reader, are you 
exposed to such a destiny? Think of it. If you are—* be wise to-day, 
*tis madness to defer.” 

If you neglect the interests of your soul, there is coming a day of 
judgment, when you will be exposed, in the intensest light which 
Omniscience can throw upon you, to the gaze of an assembled universe, 
as a betrayer of a most sacred trust. That day of judgment, when it 
comes, will be a reality, and the burning shame of that exposure, will be 
a reality,—and that eternal death, too, will be a reality, which will as- 
suredly come. 

It will not avail you, to plead that you never made any promise to at- 
tend to the care of your soul. You are accountable, nevertheless, and 
your accountability, you cannot avoid—you cannot decline it—you can- 
not run from it—you cannot suspend it, or rid yourself of it a single 
moment. It is inseparable from your nature, a part of your very being. 
It clings to you, and will forever cling to you. Your Maker waits 
with you, that you will do your duty. He requires it of you now. The 
vows of the expressed Christian are nothing more than an expression of 
his. determination to perform what it was his duty to perform before. 
His duty is yours. Will you do it?” 
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